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BY the almost magical growth of
its eighteen thousand miles of rs

by the acquisition of the Seaboai
nence what is known in Wall s1

Rock Island party is feally a <

of bobbing up in unexpected places and
brought them into prominence in every r

These four men of action are W. H.
New York, and W. B. Leeds and D. G. R<

The story of their achievements is a
lawyers, the third was a railroad divisioi
try banker. Their combned wealth to-d;

Seven years ago the Moore brothers
of the other two could be counted by a f

It was never intended that these m<

together to a nicety, like the parts of a

money making machine.

Noore brothers, genii c
who conquered a

Seven Years Ago These Railro,
Dollars in Debt, and Now The

» and for Amusement Win Blue

LIKE twin oakys of the ifcvrest the
Moore brothers, William H. and James
Hobart, have grown from striplings to
greatness side by side. They are not

twins, but only a few years separate their
birthdays. They look alike and think
alike. They even loved alike, for they
married sisters, and their private and sociallives are almost counterparts one of
the other. Their business careers impinge
upon each other at a thousand points.
Each is shrewd, daring and a stranger to

despair. Financial blows that would have
crushed others utterly hardly stunned
them.
Four million dollars in debt one year and

three millions "to the good" the next.
that is the marvel of the financial world.
That is the feat of these two brothers.
Diamond Match spelled misfortune for
them. National Biscuit cut out the "mis"
and left them wealthy again. From that
day they have been climbing higher and
higher irt. the world of wealth.

It all reads like a fairy tale.this rise
and fall of fortune. The collapse of DiamondMatch in 1896 was quite the most
sensational incident in the picturesque
lives of these men. The Moores had promotedthe company. They held a big
share of the stock, and by judicious manipulationhad sent it up to 222. There was

» not a rock in sight, the winds were kind
and sailing seemed the simplest task for
years to come. Then something happened
which was as dramatic as it was unexpected.
Out of the East had come the twin Napoleons.Up from the West there loomed

upon the political horizon a new man of
destiny.William J. Bryan. Chicago was
the base of operations of the Moore Brothers.Chicago, too, was the political centrewhence the Nebraska man, with eloquenttongue, proclaimed the doctrine of
free silver. One speech.one phrase it may
be.gave to him the nomination for the
Presidency. One large faction of Americancitizenship made him its hero and
put a halo where he had said the capitalist
was putting a crown of thorns. Men of
the West said he would be the nation's
Chief Executive; that he would overthrow
t.he srnirt stnnflnrrT and nromul gra t e a. new 1
financial system. :

Tlie Disaster Tliat Made Tliem.
So long- and loud was this faith proclaimedthat Wall street, Bond street and

La Salle street became alarmed. The
Presidential campaign came on and
brought with it partial business paralysis.
Industrial enterprises seemed endangered.
Banks would lend no more money for the
flotation of new projects or the siSstaming
of old ones. It was the old story over
again. Stocks began to tumble and disasterensued.
Of all the financial distress of that year

that of Diamond Match was keenest. Chicagowill remember for decades to come
the crash of Monday, August 3, 1896. It Was
the day of failure for the Moores. They
had exhausted their ingenuity and put to
the test every resource to bolster up DiamondMatch stocR. In an excess of caution
the banks would not loan the necessary
funds to brace the securities. To cap the
climax a meeting of prominent financiers
and business men of Chicago was held and
it was decided to close the_ Chicago Stock
Exchange. Diamond Match opened that
Monday at 222 and in twenty-four hours
it had dropped to 135. A further tumble
brought it down to 108. The Moores suddenlyfound themselves in debt in the? sum
of $4,000,000, with not a cent with which to
pay thair obligations.

It was at this stage they showed of
what stuff they were made. The crash
had left their nerve as their only capital.
Th'eir enemies, even many of their friends,
thought this had been so shattered that
they would be for all time hopelessly out
o£ the race as financial leaders. The ,

k Moores within a year had stultified these
^ prophets, and here is another wonderful

chapter in the story.
Tliey Rise Like tlie Phoenix.

This chapter began almost as mildly as
the old_ fashioned sentimental novel. On
the day following the crash in Diamond
Match the Moores sat in their office, in
Monroe street, their faces cheery as the
sunlight outside.- If they had lost a wink
of sleep there was nothing to betray the
secret to their friends. Cool, as if they
were still the possessors of millions, they
began how to plan best to woo back their
lost fortunes. They thought of New York
Biscuit, of which W. H. Moore was one of

L the executive heads and in which the
brothers had held a groat block of stock.
Because of their prominent connection

with the company, New York Biscuit securitieshad tumbled in sympathy with
Diamond Match, and to the ordinary studentof fortune building this enterprise
now seemed a poor basis to choose for

B recuperation. But the Moores were long
sighted, and time proved that they had
not reckoned wrongly.
For its principal

^
rival the New York

Biscuit Company had the American BiscultCompany. The financiers of the latterthought it a good time to strike a
body blow at its competitor, weakened
as it was by the recent crash. But with*

^^such men as P. D. Armour and George M.
HPullman behind it, the New York Biscuit
^ tompany retained more vitality and fightHh^bloodthan had been looked for. A

war between the two concerns beItwaxed hi bitterness and threattobe long drawn out. Then came

^fcoorts, undaunted by disaster in Dia
Match, and in their suave, judicial

^^lggested combination as a way out
Wfficulty. Their ©lan pro\ iled, and
^ktion b**a.mG cui accomplished

ISLAND PAF
<»Have Welded Many
> the Greatest RailheContinent and
dollars for ThemheirFriends.

.ENGTHENED TO 18,000
jccessfully Carried Out in
; Finds a Fitting Climax in
)eal.Characteristics ot

;red the Transaction.

the Rock Island Railroad system, with
tils, recently brought into public notice
d Air Line, there has come into promitreetas the Rock Island party. This
juartet of Westerners whose practice
ability to do extraordinary things have
Qoney centre of the world.
Moore and J. H. Moore, of Chicago and
aid, of Richmond, Ind., and New York,
veritable romance. The first two were

i superintendent and the fourth a coun- f

ay is estimated at $100,000,000. f

were §4,000,000 in debt and the wealth f
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fact in February, 1897. For engineering c

this deal the Moores were given $4,000,000 td£common stock in the new National Bis- ^

suit Company, the merger corporation.,v
Thus half their loss in Diamond Match a

had been recovered within Ave months. ,t:
n

Continue Their Promoting; Career. s,
They did not need this success to give c

themselves heart, but it served to restore
to them the confidence of capitalists whose f
faith had been shaken. From the Biscuit i
merger the Moores turned their attention t
to the organization of the American Tin e
Plate Company, with a capital of $50,000,000. d

c ur tutu, jou 11 is said tney received $10,- n
)00,000 of common stock, whose market n
i'alue at that time was $4,800,000. This com- g
mission, added to that for the fifty-five I:
million dollar biscuit merger, brought the
fortune of the brothers up to $6,800,000. H
rhey paid their debts on Diamond Match fi
md had nearly $3,000,000 of their own left. J
In addition to the biscuit, match and s

:in plate companies they promoted anS r

organized the National Steel Company. C
with a capital of $59,000,000; the American IV
Steel Hoop Company, with a capital of $33,-
)00,000, and the American Sheet Steel Com-! S
?any, with a capital of $49,000,000. The Tin b
Plato company represented a consolidation E
jf forty lesser concerns. The vast pre- h
iminary work necessary for this merger b
tvas like boys' play to these wizards of A
Inance, but it was only a drop in the t
Ducket compared with the sum total of f
their promoting endeavors. u

The organization of the United States
Steel Company, the most gigantic industrialcombination in the history- of the b
jvorld, was conceived in the minds of W. ii
H. and J. H. Moore. Had it not been for; Q
the sudden and untimely death of Gov- "V
5rnor Flower, of New ifork, they doubt- -A
less would have been credited to-day, in- e

stead of Mr. Morgan, with bringing the c;

formation of this huge trust to completion. s
Within a month the story of their failure a

:o close the deal with Mr. Carnegie has|tl
:>een told by the former confidential secre- v
tary of Mr. Carnegie. Satisfactory prog- n
-ess was made in bringing together the in- c
;erests of Frick and Carnegie. The Moores S
announced thai they had ample backing h

REMARKABLE
. <$>In

a Little More Than Two
Years It Has Grown

from 3,800 to 18,000Miles.

m ^ f g HEN the Rock Island was first
W acquired oy ine party composed

of W. H. Moore, D. G. Reid, W.I
B. Leeds and J. H. Moore, it was
a system extending 3,800 miles in
a fertile part of the corn and
wheat belts. Ilf now extends

over eighteen thousand miles of American
territory. It was known before the adventof the new party as a Flower system,
controlled and dominated by financiers
who were members of Governor Flower's
banking house. It is now little more than!
two yearS since the control of the road
passed very quietly from the Flower interests<to what is now known as the Rock
Island party. The funds with which the
property was acquired were obtained from
the sale of millions of dollars' worth of
:he Steel shares, which, in turn, were obtainedfrom the sale of the American Tin
Plate, National Steel, American Sheet
Steel and the American Steel Hoop com-
panies, an 01 wmcii were iorrneu a,iiu

launched through the efforts of the LeedsReid-Mooreparty.
The story of the expansion and growth

of the old Rock Island system since the
control passed into the hands of the Westernfinanciers reads like a romance. On
three successive occasions the railroad
map of the country was changed by the
aggressive attitude which these interests
displayed. Gradually the old directors
retired until the Rock Island party was in
absolute control. It was then announced
that an aggressive policy would be adopted j
in the management of the system. Be- }
fore many weeks had passed the new a
Board of Directors had made arrange- <
ments with the Burlington, Cedar Rapids [
and Northern by which the control of r
that road passed. The Burlington, Cedar ^
Rapids and Northern road was operated in c
close conjunction with the old Rock Isl- \
and, and the latter company had an in- £
terest in its stock. Under the new deal
the control of the entire issues of stock c
passed to the Rock Island and it became c
as much a part of the system as were the i
old Rock Island branches. By the acquisitionof this property the Rock Island t
added fourteen hundred miles to its sys-
item. t

Got a Pliilnilelplila iiarg-aln. r

The next coup which startled Wall street £
was the sale of the Chodtaw, Oklahoma 1
and Gi*)f. This was a property in which I
MTall street was but little interested. The i

control of the property was held in Phila- r

delphia. where the stock was pretty well f

distributed. Tak* purchase was made shortlyafter the^b^ire of the asphalt com- i

pany. when the wealthy Philadelphiamen wer^^M^ally debilitated. £
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^
rom leading New Tork banks to float this
orerunner of the bigger merger. Then
ame the death of Governor Flower, the
orced Hquidation of securities in which
e was interested, the sequential money
anic and the indisposition of the banks
j help launch new ventures. Mr. Carnegie
eclined to extend the option on iiis proprties,and the deal was off until it was reivedand brought to a conclusion by Mr.
Xorgan and his associates. The friends of
he Moores declare it was only the accientof death that deprives them to-day
f the distinction of being the greatest inustrialorganizers in history.
Conspic ions in Railroad World.
As they were a few years ago the preliersin this line of endeavor, they are
6-day among the most conspicuous railoadmagnates; of the country. The railcadworld has been all but astounded at
beir accomplishments with Rock Island
inoa 4" Vi TV/TnAfAci Kn.no tvi cv +V>n n nfJim Pnntrtur.

i that system. The formation of the new

orporation known as the Rock Island
Company of New Jersey, incidental to
hich was the issue.of $200,000,000 of stock,,
/as one of the striking achievements, and
nother was the record breaking- construclonof a line to El Paso, Texas, to conectwith the Mexican Central and to
eize a large slice of the business formerly
ontrolled by the Santa F6 ajid the Gould
nes. The new line of four hundred miles!
rom Carrizosa, New Mexico, to Dalmart,1
'exas, cost $3,000,000. Part of the deal was
he acquisition of the El Paso and Northastern.The Moores have shortened the
istance from Chicago to El Paso by 227
liles, as compared with other lines. These
loves were the beginning of the aggresivecamnalen whlo.h has Hr-nncrVif

sland to the fore with startling1 rapidity.
New York is the natal State of the
loores. William H. Moore was born about
fty-four year's ago and his brother,
ames Hobart, two years later In Berkhire,Tioga county, N. Y. They were
eared and educated there and came to
Chicago in their early twenties. W. H.
Ioore, known as "Judge," came first and
Drmed a legal partnership with E. A.
mall. James came- later, after a short!
anking experience In the Susquehanna
iank, at Binghamton, N. Y., studied law
ere, was admitted to the Bar and in 1S81
ecame his' brother's partner under the
rm name of W. H. & J. H. Moore. The
wo have been inseparable in business afairsever since, but their legal training is
tilized now only in mastering the fine
oints of their own enterprises.
Much of their knowledge of the railroad!
usineas, which is put to practical use now
1 their Rqck Island schemes, was ac-
uired when they were counsel for the
'anderbilt lines and for the Adams and
.merican Express companies. With these
nterprises they also had a managerial
apacity. They were quick to see the posibilitiesof railroad financiering. They
re not plungers in the radical sense of
hat word, but they are alert in taking adantageof opportunities, and their busiessjudgment has been such that many
apitaliats follow their lead implicitly. I^a
alle street has confidence in them, and it
as come to be a byword among Chicago

GROWTH OF
i ~j j>S O /u T M ^>e
! a A K o) T A \

\. Com

| NS£ B R A.S'K A

^ ", "

jUL%w£^T/^i/^<rS^^\Mh* \
X^^'o"" -a /y~'~jjLjf~

^PA-,0 J* jr- X ^

\ f jfe nous
/ y cr T>SANAfjrcN.

MAP OF THE SYSTEM, W

The judgment of the Rock Island party
n approaching them at this time was seen
n the success with which the matter was
u ranged. The Choctaw was a line running
lue east and west through a comparativeynew country, about twelve hundred
niles in length. The financing of the deal
vas arranged through the banking house
>f Speyer & Co., of this city. Criticism
;vas made at the time of the methcfcls
idopted in issuing bonds for the property,
vhich had not been known to be a good
lividend payer, but the syndicate which
>ffered the bonds found a fairly good marketfor them.
While these purchases were being made

:he new management had laid plans to
>uild 800 miles of new lines through Texas
;o El Paso, which is now the Western terninusof their property. They are known
is the Chicago, Rock Island and Texas
tranches. It was at this time that reportswere heard that the new managenenthad decided to bring out a financial
f-organiz v-ion of tl.eh* property involving
i completely new set of securities. The
stock began to boom, and soon it sold
it about 200 a share.
When the plan was finally ^brought out

i storm of -criticism was heard through-
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THE MEN WHO MADE THE GRI
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financiers that whatever the Moores undertakehas business merit in it.
Their Pleasures on ttlgr Scale. I

It is not to hoard money and leave it to
their relatives that the Moores go on

reaching out for new conquests. No men <
East or West know better how to spend *"

money than they. They mix pleasure in
large doses with their business. Both are

especially fond of fine horses; not of thoroughbredsor fast trotters and pacers, but
il- 11..1 V. I.V, nanfArmLilt; H.1I1U LllcVL BLCp Ulg 1A <XilVl v-x j-^j. ca-v

horse shows. James Hobart always has \
been the leading factor in the annual Chicagohorse shows, and recently in New
York, and his exhibits usually carry off
more ribbons than those of any other singleexhibitor.
At Washington Park Derbies the Moores

may always be counted on, if they are in
Chicago, to be present with a fine equipageand a gayly dressed party of guests.
James H. Mtjore is the owner of one of

the finest summer homes at exclusive Lake
Geneva. There he entertains lavishly,
plays golf and drives along the beautiful
country roads in outfits that dazzle with
their splendor the eyes of the rural folk
thereabouts.
Both brothers are active club men, belongingto leading social organizations in

New York and Chicago. They are liberal
patrons of the theatre and grand opera
and contribute freely to anything in which £
the public is interested, whether for en- ,
tertainment or profit.
Judge Moore formerly lived in Chicago, r

but a few years ago he moved to JNew
York because his business interests could
better be carried on from there. He is a

frequent visitor to the city, where he laid
the foundation for his great wealth.
Estimates of the fortunes of these two

men vary widely, but it is a conservative
guess to say that each commands at least
$35,000,000. Whether they will emulate the
example of Mr. Carnegie and distribute
part of their wealth while, they can observethe good it does their fellow men remainsto be seen. They have made a good
start by giving a public library to their
native town in New York.

THE ROCK I
1/NHSAPOLIS ^
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ITH ITS NEW EXTENSIONS.

S>
out the financial centres. Charges were
made that there had been too much water
injected into the security and that there
was too much control allowed the managementthrough the preferred stock, which
they themselves controlled. Nevertheless,
stockholders deposited their stock and the
plan was declared operatiye. The details
of the working out of this' plan, involving
the formation of two companies.one a

holding company, incorporated in New
Jersey, with a capital of $150,000,000, and
another company formed under the laws
of Iowa.are too well known in the minds
of the public to be described in detail. At
all eventSj the common stock, of which
there was $75,000,000, became an active mar-

ket feature, and the insiders 'found a

method by which a part of their securities
could be sold and still hold control.

Force Entry Into St. liOnls.

The next purchase and move of the Rock
Island /was the acquisition of the St.
Liouis, Kansas City and Colorado, a line
about three hundred miles in length, fol-
lowed by the great fight for the control of
the Wiggins Ferry Company, by which an

entrance into St. Louis was obtained. The
purchase of the control of the short-line'{

»
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?aw an Opportunity to Acquire Great ^
Wealth and Was Not Slow tj

to Seize It. js<W

iw f B. IiBEIDlS is the youngest member
i Y / of the party. Tall and athletic, his "

W appearance and manner have won ^him many friends, not only in
Inancial circles, but also in sporting ^
spheres. His rise to fame and wealth is ^
:he duplicate of that of his close personal a.
'riend, D. G. Reid. Not many years ago ti
ie was the superintendent of a division of
:he Pennsylvania lines west of Pittsburg.
3is headquarters were in Richmond, Jnd.,
ivhere the first tin plate plant of any im- w
jortance was erected in this country. He o

md his friend Reid, of that city, were tl
imong the first to seize the opportunities
ifforded the tin plate industry by the pas- Sl

sage of the McKinley protective tariff bill, v

vhich was afterward followed by the 01

Dingley act. The protection afforded home
ndustries made possible the foundation of
he tremendous fortune which was soon
ifterward made when the great Steel Trust J

vas formed by J. P. Morgan. ^From a humble beginning these two ^
nen gradually worked up the tin plate E>usiness until they were by all odds the
nost important factors in the business in chis country. Mr. Leeds left his railroad
vork to devote his entire attention to the
growing industry, which was fast making i,
lim and his friends wealthy. As may be ^xpected, there were others in the same'jjusiness, and they flourished beyond all '

;xpectations. Mills we^e springing up all
>ver the country, and the prosperity which ci
>assed over the length and breadth of the a

and during the first McKinley adminis;rationmade it possible for them to make tl
landsome profits. g
Then followed the era of trust making. j«
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between St. Louis and Kansas City re- pmained a mystery for several months, and
when the stock of the Wiggins Fetry Com- 01

pany began to soar the mystery deepened,
[t became known, however, that the Rock £island was the purchaser, and then the
various roads entering St. Louis began a 15

fight to keep the Rock Island out of St. s

Louis. A competition began for the con- ®
trol of the Wiggins Ferry Company which n

resulted in advancing the stock of that t

corporation to $1,500 a share. A compro- tl
tnise was finally effected in which all the P
roads agreed to form a terminal assocla- e

tion, with equal rights to all. A new cor- P
poration was formed and each railroad e
entering that city became a stockholder. n
Time passed and again the world was a

itaxtlfed hir T.1UTIOW at *-jnenjllni& /Inal 'lBlth j u

I
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J
uick to realize the possibilities of the s

msolidated movement, these two business h
irtners were in the van. In their work, I
)wev r, the assistance of the Moores, of d
nicago, was enlisted. W. H. Moore's pre- c
ious experience was utilized and the pre- g
ninary work of forming a tin plate com- b
ination was begun. It was W. H. Moore a
ho approached such financiers as it was t;
lought would render assistance, but twice
le scheme looked as if it might never go s
irough. There was the difficulty that at h
>me future time the tariff might be taken h
f¥ and the infant industry, left to itself, t
ight perish.
It was when Mr. Leeds and Mr. Reid t
ok an active hand in the matter that the c
:heme finally went through, and the t
merlcan Tin Plate Company was g
unched. It is said that at least $10,000,030 f
stock was given to the promoters of this g
>mbination for their work. Huge divi-; y
snds were paid after the first year, and t
le company was so successfully worked i,
lat it had accumulated a cash surplus of
bout $12,000,000 when the Steel Trust was t
jrmed. i,
The work of forming the other so-called o
Coore properties followed very quickly. It a
'as during the time that the public seemed s
> be anxious for securities. The party p
idged their market fairly well, l'or all the ji
3curities they offered seemed to have been g
rell absorbed. The bloom was on the rye r
rhen thesjs companies were formed, and h
o talk was heard of overproduction of se- ^
urities or undigested securities such as is $
eing heard at the present time.
In the American Tin Plate Company W. c

:. Leeds did not take a very active part. t
te occupied the position of vice president,
nd as a matter of fact spent most of his Q
me travelling. j

He is itaiiroaa uise.

When the Hock Island was purchased it ^
as Mr. Leeds who became the president
f the corporation. His friends state 0

lat he has a conception of the larger af-
g

lirs of a railroad which would make ^
Dme of the older railroad presidents
ersed in routine matters look with envy
n the young man. As the directing officer
f a corporation controlling nearly eighteen
lousand miles of road his work is of

s
le heaviest. He is, in addition, the n

oungest railroad president in the country. r
Mr. Leeds is an ardent yachtsmara and v
as recently had constructed one of the
nest yachts ever built in this country, j
recently he raced his boat with several <

f the fastest boats in the New York Yacht ,f
lub, but was unable to win the laurel n
rreath.
Mr. Leeds is also interested in horse rac- f
lg and recently bought the fleet footed \
Iajor Daingerfield, which it is thought will
e the beginning of a big stable. All his
iends in the Rock Island party are espe-
ally interested in horses. W. H. Moore
nd J. H. Moore have probably the biggest
table of roadsters and driving horses in
ne United States. D. G. field has also
one in on the same lines. Moneyjs no ob- J:
>ct in picking blue ribbon winners. At the

î
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DAD SYSTEM'
p
p

Dne Thousand Miles More a

To Be Added to Make c
c

Necessary Connections 1

for the System.
... i

ho Union Pacific and the Southern Paine.Wall street was agog with reports
hat an alliance between the two and the
ossible purchase of the Atchison would I
e made. What will the Rock Island buy
ext? was the general query to be heard
1 banking and brokerage offices. If was
r\Y)nnn iv» coiro*»ol I

w .n cvTv.iu; 4uai tela Liicn, Liie

Ltchison would be bought on the strength
f the statements that the Rock Island
urposed to have a salt water terminal. It rnally developed, however, that the Hock j.
sland had acquired a half interest from j
he Southern Pacific in the north and {
outh lines in Texas. This involved the a
urchase of an interest in about fourteen y
undred miles of road, giving the property T
n entrance into Houston and Galveston. j
Meanwhile another system had been grad- t
ally building up by purchases. It was the
It. Louis and San Francisco, commonly
nown as the 'Frisco. This property was g
ontrolled by St. Louis people and had "3
ormerly been a part of the Atchison. It
ad followed the example of the Rocik Islandand had acquired in turn the Chi- 1

ago and Eastern Illinois, for which a very 1

igh price was paid. Projections were *
iade also to New Orleans and it had nigh *

spirations as a system.
Eye Opener for Wall Street. t

Those who are familiar with events in
Vail street for the last six or eight months ^
^ ill remember the announcement one ^
lorning in February that the Rock Island t
.ad acquired control of this system, with f
:s .5,600 miles of road in the cotton and
orn countries. Wall street had given up t
xpressing surprise at the wonderful de- r
elopment of the Rock Island property, 0

Ut when the news'came out it woke up ^
0 the fact that the system, as it stood, j
'a3 probably the longest in the world. ^
"rom a property 3,800 miles long the Rock c
sland system has grown to be one of the ,
lost extensive and most powerful in the ^
ountry, with possibly one rival, the Union s
'aciflc system with its 'Southern Pacific
DRtrol. £
It is only within a few days that the last \
f the Rock Island deals has taken place, i
'h>e deal which is now pending, but which \
1 in such shape that it will be likely con- j
ummated within a short time wftth the t
eaboard Air Line, is still fresh in the t
linds of the public. By this stroke two ^
housand more miles have been added to £
tie system controlled by the Rock Island I
arty. In two years this party of West- 1
rners, who were steel men and financial f
romoters, have built up a property nearly g

ighteen thousand miles long, with con- c
actions yet to be established which will ?
dd at least another thousand miles to its 1
iiurih. jj

' wFOURTH SECTIOIT.

1IGHTH HUSBAND 1
TO M ALIfl/IONY *

Irs. Mary J. Crowther Entitled to $25
a Week, Despite the Protests

of Mr. Crowther.

:OUR DEATHS HER SHARE *

"hree Divorces Included in Her Matrimonial
Trouble, Which Has Not

Yet Come to an End.

V/a RS. MARY J. CROWTHER "Is
^ H nuw tJXltltlCU IU ICUCIVC ct v* ccn>

| alimony from the eighth man to a

whom she swore allegiance on AI
I the marriage altar, Thomas

1 Crowther. He protests that this S
is overmuch for him to pay her, V

nd he has. served a notice on her counsel, 1
lowe & Hummel, directing them to show
ause this week why the default obtained ^gainst him should not be opened and why
le should not be permitted to oppose her
uit for divorce.
Comely Mrs. Crowther has had bad luck
n her matrimonial entanglements. Four
;ood husbands died, three have been diorced,and now she seeks relief from
J/tr. 8, naming as corespondent her own

ister, Mrs. Lucy Gould.
"It is a remarkable case," said Mr. Hum«
lei yesterday. "The chief witness in Mrs.
Jrowther's behalf will be her mother, who
will swear positively that her daughter f
Irs. Gould is guilty." ! y,
Mr. and Mrs. Crowther were married on
une 12, 1901, and their troubles began in
hort order. Mrs. Crowther had invited
er mother and sister to visit her last
'ebruary. Mr. Crowther then showed so
ecided a preference for Mrs. Gould, acordingto his wife, that she left him. She
ubsequently retained Mr. Hummel and
rought suit. Mr. Crowther interposed no
nswer and he now says he was ill at th«
[me.
Through James F. Higgins, he now
eeks not only to defend the action ehe ft
ias brought, but to ask for a divorce on
is own afpmint pllpcinc misp.rm.rliir»t nn

he part of his wife with Samuel Frank.I
In an affidavit Mr. Crowther alleges that
he alimony granted by the court is exessive.He says his only real estate ia
he property No. 636 West Thirty-fifth
treet, which he bought thirteen years ago
or $12,750, and which he has had to mortage.He does business in this house and
lis sales have dropped to such an exentthat he is virtually continuing at a>
oss.
He denies the many allegations of 111
reatment made by Mrs. Crowther, declarngthat she repeatedly left his home withoutreason and then returned with apologies.She made a practice of taking all |he could whenever she left. Her first delarturewas shortly after their marriage, < I
i July, 1901, when sh'e took $100 in cash. 4 *

he returned for a few days, and when she
text departed she pawned jewels which
e redeemed for $160. She again came
ome, starting off in December, 1901, with
300 in rash She then stflrferl suit for a.

egal separation, afterward expressing
leep regret that she should have put him
o the expense of paying counsel fees.
He denies that her final leavetaking was
m account of his conduct with her sister.
k.fter she left, he says, she wrote a letter
o their servant, Emma Knapp, declaring
hat she had gone for good and that she
vould give her husband grounds for a
iivorce. \ ^_Mr. Crowther says he receivwffi «. an'es- JH
lage on April 15 last that his tva»
ery ill at the house of a Mr. Godfreys,
he brother of one of her former hus-j>ands, and that she wished to see him 1

it once. He started for the house menioned.and in his absence she appeared
vith two policemen and a truck at the
rhirty-fifth street place and took various
trticles, which she claimed to own or

vhieh pleased her fancy.
"The attempt to slur my client is unustified."was Mr. Hummel's comment.
She has proof positive of her husband's
fuilt. I am convinced that she was

bused and that she suffered more than
my woman is called upon to do before i
lagrant acts compelled her to leave her I
lome." 1

lorse shows the Moores were among the -4
irgest winners.
Friends of the party have estimated
hat when their Steel holdings were closed
>ut after the formation of the United
States Steel Corporation and converted
nto cash the four men controlled $100,000,000
n cash. This was accumulated through
he tariff laws and the piling up of salable
ecurities.
Of the individual wealth of each of the
our prominent leaders in the Rock Island
arty the Moores, as already stated, have
robably accumulated between $35,000,000
nd $40,000,000. D. G. Reia and W. B. Leeda J
,re estimated to be worth $20,000,000 each, 1
vhile Warner Arms, W. T. Graham, M
ieorge G. MacMurtry, F. g. "Wheeler and
ither members of the party contribute the
est of the $100,000,000. «

COUNTRY BANKER IS
^ A FINANCIAL POWER

D. G. Reid Has All the Astuteness
Thcit Rplnnt^ In a Man nf

Great Affairs.

Of the quartet "W. B. Leeds Is the ex>erIenoedrailroad man, D. G. Reid ^10
>anker and man of affairs, and W. H. a
doore the diplomat and promoter, while »

he tatter's brother, J. S. Moore, "Jimmy,"
is he is familiarly known, assists his
rother as counsellor. The heavy work of
nanaging the vast affairs of the structure
alls upon D. G. Reid, who is chairman of
he Rock Island company.
The work of "trading," as a banker excessesthe negotiations upon which the
uccess or failure of a plan depends, usu-
my rairs upon j_<eeas ana iteia. j
As traders, in the parlance of Wall street,
he Indiana boys established themselves
with a record when the Steel Trust waa Jfl
ormed by J. P. Morgan. They drove &
lard bargain, left Mr. Morgan with an
Utimatum and retired. He accepted their
erms and the Moore party, popularly , fl
ermed, left the steel and iron business.
A story is told of how, in their early

lays, a pool was formed in American Steel
loop Company, which sought to advance
he price of the common stock to 50 from
Lbout 30. The members of the pool were
ill friends of the Rock Island party, and
he stock gradually began to climb to the
:oint at which it was thought th£ stock
ihould sell. In doing this, however, the
nanager of the pool made mistakes which
eft the coup in a weak position. The serrlcesof Reid w«2re called upon and he ^
ame to\ New York from Chicago to take
ip the work of extricating his friends from
he tangle in which they had placed them- ^elves. ' '<* 1
He diagnosed the situation and immeaiitelytook drastic measures. The stock

lad became top heavy from prolonged
>uying. That day 25,000 shares of stock
vere sold for the account of the pool. The j>rice broke eight points and then began A
o recover. According to the stories told
he pool, which faced a big loss, finally
vorked itself out with no loss at all. Be- I
ore entering the tin plate business Mr.
*eid was president of a bank in Richmond, J
nd., and his knowledge of financial af- M
airs and stock market matters now ^itands him in good stead. He was re- jA
ntly elected a director of the Liberty

National Bank, which is controlled by the
<"irst National Bank, of which George IT.
3aker is president,


